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MWDW work year-round to ensure the 
safeguarding of cetaceans and basking 
sharks in Manx territorial waters, through 
scientific research, public engagement and 
education programmes  

Our work includes:
• Effort-based boat and land surveys
• Photo-Identification
• Public Sightings Network
• Visitor Centre
• School’s Education Programme 
• Public Sea Watches 
• Outreach Events

Manx Whale and Dolphin 
Watch

Founded 2006



Land-based surveys

Long term land-based survey studies across 6 survey sites to measure:

• Spatial and temporal movements of each species
• Relative abundance and distribution of each species
• Social and behavioural interactions of individuals
• Vessel behaviour around marine animals

Boat-based surveys

• To collect sightings information and photograph animals for photo-
identification purposes

Public Sightings Network

• To collate opportunistic sightings of cetaceans and basking sharks from 
members of the public.

• Averaging 500 cetacean reports per year

• MWDW took over the running of the Basking shark sightings scheme in 
2022 



Photo-Identification
Catalogues exist for Risso’s and Bottlenose dolphins. 

We have discovered regular Irish Sea movements of 
Bottlenose between Cardigan bay and Isle of Man, as well 
as matches to Inner Hebridean Population 

We have an extensive Risso’s dolphin catalogue, one of the 
biggest in Britain. 
Regional matching project was updated in 2024 by intern 
Rose Pollard. 

Total Risso’s dolphins in Manx 
catalogue: 240

Matches with North Wales 28 

Matches with Scottish Isles/Orkney 0

Matches with Shetland 0

Matches with Brittany 0

Matches with Cornwall 3 (last matched 2015) 



Risso’s dolphin Harbour porpoise Short-beaked common dolphin 

Bottlenose dolphin Minke whale Basking shark 

Seen April-September
• Most common Manx 

cetacean 
• Seen year-round

• Numbers Increasing since 
2020

• Huge pods >200 
individuals

• Seen year round

• Winter visitor, seen October-March 
• Pods >100 individuals
• Pod of ~30 occasionally seen during summer

• Seen March-
November

• Summer- west 
coast

• Autumn – east 
coast

• IOM former hot-spot
• Numbers began decreasing 10-13 years 

ago
• Seen May-August
• West and south coast 



Moonlight and Starlight

• Mother-daughter bottlenose dolphins
• Moonlight is from the Moray Firth 
• Resident in Isle of Man since Starlight’s birth, 6 years ago
• No known interactions with other dolphins
• Behaviours similar to ‘social solitary’ dolphins
• Becoming increasingly habituated, interacting with 

swimmers and other sea-users
• Seen most days in shallow, sandy bays 



Moonlight and Starlight code of conduct 
released 2022 with advice from BDMLR 
and Marine Connection



Unusual sightings in recent years

Swordfish, 2022
White-beaked dolphin 2024

Atlantic bluefin tuna
Slowly moving Northwards into Irish Sea
Sightings reported in Manx waters since 2022, averaging 
2 reports per year. 

The only recorded sighting in the Irish Sea



Users Guide to Manx Marine Wildlife released 2025

Brought together existing Codes of Conducts for seals, sea birds, 
cetaceans and basking sharks into one user friendly booklet 





Unusual sightings in recent yearsMWDW Visitor Centre
31 Michael Street, Peel

Tues-Sat 10-4 subject to change



Jen Adams
Outreach and Education Manger

info@mwdw.net
Facebook.com/ManxWhaleandDolphinWatch

Thank you!
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