Jersey islands red-billed chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax)

reintroduction project
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HISTORY

The island ofJersey, part of the British
Isles islocated14miles off the coast
of France. Formerly inhabited by the
charismatic red-billed chough unfil
the late 19th century when they
became extinct. The main drivers

of the choughs extinction on the
island were:

4,
* The collapse of the local wool industry (1) JERSEY —>ym

* Changes in farming practices (2, 3, 4)
¢ Abandonment of coastal -

management (2, 3, 4)

¢ Colonisation of Braken Pteridium
aquilinum (3)

e Lack of interest and education in this corvid @, 5

THE PROJECT PROJECT PHASES

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust (Durrell) established a project in 2010 to 1 Jersey Zoo collaborated with Paradise park, Cornwall to captive breed
reinfroduce the chough back to Jersey as a flagship species to aid local choughs to be released in 2013.
resforation of land and bird species diversity. The project, Birds On The Edge, was 2 Choughs were released in small cohorts between 2013 and 2018 and were

initiated in collaboration with local partners notably the Government of Jersey,
National Trust for Jersey and other stakeholders. Along with captive- breeding and
release experts to release captive-bred birds to create a new wild population on
the island.

recall trained for supplementary feeds to record and monitor individuals
in the flock.

3 Choughs were ringed for identification and given VHF transmitters to monitor
their location around the island.

FLEDGLING SURVIVAL OVER CURRENT WILD POPULATION
A TWE LVE MONTH PERIOD TABLE 1The current wild population size, ratio of captive released to wild

hatched choughs and the number of known breeding pairs.
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* To assess the land’s invertebrate diversity.

FIGURE 1. Chough fledgling success since breeding began in 2015 to 2025.

The number of fledged chicks arriving at the aviary (red) in comparison to * To invesfigate if the wild population can susfain itself
the number of fledged chicks surviving after 12 months (light red). from land resources.
N * To examine their genetic diversity to prevent future

genetic bottlenecks.
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