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Introduction 
From 2013 Manx Wildlife Trust has collated all dead marine megafauna strandings from 
around the Isle of Man on behalf of DEFA. This is the second year of data collection 
following official training of volunteers. This report outlines the findings from the year 
2014. The cetacean data also feeds into the CSIP-UK final report for the year of 2014. 
 
Training  
The new marine officer for MWT was the only trainee for this year.  
 
Methodology 
Any dead strandings of marine megafauna around the Isle of Man, are reported to the 
current Marine officer at Manx Wildlife Trust, either via phone, email or social media. This 
information is then given to a trained volunteer. Each volunteer is assigned a ‘strandings 
pack’ which comprises of everything needed to effectively record the data required (see 
appendix). On arrival the attendee will record all the necessary details on a printed 
recording sheet. Firstly, the time, date, location and number of individuals stranded. 
Secondly, the details of the carcass found, including; dead/alive, species, degree of 
composition, trauma or identifiable markings, sex and maturity. Once complete, using the 
tape measure provided, the measurements are taken, depending on whether the 
specimen is a cetacean, pinniped or other, the dimensions are taken accordingly. 
Photographs are also taken, especially of areas of trauma or damage. The form is then 
submitted to the marine officer where it is added into the database, along with the 
photographs. Cetacean forms are also sent to CSIP (UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation 
Programme) for inclusion in their annual reporting.  
 
Stranding results 
In total there were 27 individuals stranded and 4 different species stranded off the coast 
of the Isle of Man in 2014. Of these, 18 were Grey seals, 5 Harbour porpoise, 2 Common 
dolphins and 2 Minke whales. 
 

 
Figure 1. The species and number of strandings of marine megafauna in 2014. 
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From Figure 1 it shows that there were a greater number of Grey seals being reported 
stranding on the shores of the Isle of Man than any other species.  
 
 

Figure 2. The locations of all marine megafauna strandings around the Isle of Man for 
2014. 
 
From Figure 2 it shows that the densest area of strandings was the southern tip from 
Castletown to Port Erin whereby at least one of each species was reported within this 
area. There were no strandings reported for a section of the east coast from south of 
Ramsey to just before Castletown.  
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Figure 3. The month each strandings were reported throughout the year. 
 
Figure 3 shows that for the middle part of the year, April and May, there were no reported 
strandings. Seal strandings were reported for the start and end of the year, along with 
Harbour porpoise and Common dolphin. However, both Minke whale strandings 
occurred in July. The higher number of strandings during the winter months could be 
related to stormier conditions and that it is the breeding season for Grey seals. 
 
Cetaceans 
All 9 cetacean strandings had complete carcasses and were attended by four different 
volunteers. The two Common dolphins found comprised of one adult male and one 
juvenile female. The locations of the stranded Harbour porpoises can be seen in Figure 2 
with the one individual out to sea where it was reported off Scarlett point. 
 
Of the stranded cetaceans individuals there were three found fresh, one female adult 
Harbour porpoise was reported via the phone as alive but trying to beach itself but when 
attended it had died. The remaining four individuals were all heavily decomposed with 
one showing significant signs of head trauma. 
 
Both of the Minke whale stranded individuals were recorded in July, four days apart from 
one another. The first was reported on 8th by Holyhead coastguard 20nm SE of Port St 
Mary until it washed up severely decomposed on Langness (figure 2). Unfortunately, no 
size measurements were taken. 
The second on the 12th July was a freshly deceased juvenile female on Glen Maye beach 
(figure 2) whose carcass was still mostly intact. Measuring 6.35m long, the only obvious 
trauma was two holes under the chin, a cut under the right flipper and some rope marks 
where it was initially towed in having died at sea.  
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Figure 4. The age range of the stranded cetaceans. 
 
From Figure 4 it shows that similar numbers of adult and juvenile cetaceans were found 
stranded, with one individual unable to be identified and one at sea.  
 
 

 
 
Figure 5. The different sexes of stranded cetaceans. 
 
From Figure 5, it shows that in total there were 3 males and 2 female Harbour porpoise 
and one of each sex were found to be Common dolphins. The other Minke was at sea so 
was unable to be sexed.  
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Figure 6. The distribution of cetaceans stranded of both age categories throughout the 
year. 
 
Both of the Minke whale stranded individuals were recorded in July, four days apart from 
one another. The first was reported on 8th by Holyhead coastguard 20nm SE of Port St 
Mary until it washed up severely decomposed on Langness (figure 2). Unfortunately, no 
size measurements were taken and therefore no age was determined. 
The second on the 12th July was a freshly deceased juvenile female on Glen Maye beach 
(figure 2) whose carcass was still in good condition. Measuring 6.35m long, the only 
obvious trauma was two holes under the chin, a cut under the right flipper and some rope 
marks where it was towed in having died at sea.  
 
 
Seals 
All seal strandings were identified as Grey seals and were attended by the same 2 
volunteers.  Of the 18 Grey seals all were dead strandings; 3 were reported as fresh and 
5 were in a state of advanced decomposition. 
There were only four Grey seals that showed no signs of trauma. 10 individuals had their 
heads missing, with some having other parts absent too. A couple with obvious trauma, 
including a puncture wound to the chest and one with bones exposed on a flipper and one 
covered in bruising. These are natural signs of early decomposition and typical signs of 
scavengers having been present. However, one seal did present with a large cut across 
the back of its head, almost severing it, which may suggest a collision with a propeller.  
None of the individuals had any identifiable marks or flipper tags present.  
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Figure 7. The locations of Grey seal strandings reported from around the Isle of Man.  
 
Figure 7 shows that the strandings are relatively widespread along the south, west and 
northern coastlines. However, there are no reports along the mid-section of the east 
coast, between Maughold head and Derbyhaven.  
 

 
Figure 8.  The age range of stranded seals. 
 
Figure 8 shows that majority of the seals found stranded were pups, eight in total. One of 
which was found as developmental stage 1, three had only reached developmental stage 
5 and three others appeared to be significantly underweight.  
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Figure 9. The different sexes of stranded Grey seals. 
 
A greater number of females than males were found stranded (Figure 9) however, 12 
individuals were unable to be sexed so accurate conclusions are difficult to be made.  

 
Figure 10. The distribution of Grey seals stranded of both age categories throughout the 
year. 
 
From Figure 10, it shows that during each month where a strandings was reported, there 
were the same, if not more, pups being found. At most there was only ever a single adult 
stranding, whereas in January, October and November there were multiple pups 
recorded. The later, stormier months coincide with the breeding season of the Grey seal 
meaning that more pups are being born and exposed to the conditions. 
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CSIP reporting 
During 2014, 594 cetaceans and 481 seals were recorded stranded nationally. The 
Harbour porpoise (n=336) was the most commonly stranded cetacean with Common 
dolphin second (n=93). Of the 481 seals that were found stranded, the most common 
species was the Grey seal with 303 in total. Across the Isle of Man there were 18 Grey 
seals, 5 Harbour porpoise, 2 Common dolphins and 2 Minke whales. This shows that the 
species being stranded on the Isle of Man within this report are consistent with CSIP 
findings. 
 
-Harbour porpoise and Common dolphin 
In 2014, there were 336 Harbour porpoise stranded around the UK, a number 
comparable to 2013 (n=417), with 4 from the Isle of Man.  
The yearly distribution of strandings within this report shows no clear pattern, remaining 
relatively constant throughout the year, which is parallel with CSIP data from 2010-2014 
as shown in their annual report.  
 
The data showed that there was no discrimination between the sexes or maturity of the 
cetaceans found stranded, not mentioned in the CSIP reports. 
 
The second most commonly found stranded cetacean, according to CSIP, is the Common 
dolphin (n=93) consistent with Isle of Man data. It was shown that the majority of UK 
stranding of both Harbour porpoise and Common dolphins is correlated with the 
distribution and abundance of the species in the adjacent and surrounding waters. 
Although the Common dolphins are seen in Isle of Man waters, they aren’t common, as 
the name suggests. 
From the data it showed that 2014 was the first year a Common dolphin was reported on 
the Isle of Man.  
 
- Minke whale 
In total there were 15 stranded Minke whales in the UK during 2014, two of those were 
found here on the Isle of Man. This is equal to the total found in England, with the 
remaining 11 found in Scotland.  
 
-Grey seal 
In 2014, there were 18 Grey seals found stranded on the Isle of Man, compared to 9 found 
in 2013. This is concurrent with a national rise as shown in the CSIP data from 288 (2013) 
to 303 (2014). Similarly, it has been shown that over the past 5 years there has been a 
general increase in Grey seal strandings being reported around the UK. This may be due 
to the fact that Grey seal population numbers are increasing and have been since 2008 
according to IUCN Redlist. 
As reported in this report, there were a number of individuals (n=10) who had their head 
missing, this is a common occurrence due to a combination of wave action at a naturally 
occurring physiological weak point.  
 
 
Conclusions 
In conclusion, Harbour porpoise and Common dolphins are the most common species of 
cetaceans found stranded both on the Isle of Man and nationally. Similarly, Atlantic grey 
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seals are the most commonly stranded pinniped found both on the Isle of Man and 
nationally. Therefore, the data found for stranded cetaceans and pinnipeds on the Isle of 
Man follows the same patterns found nationally and in previous years as shown within 
the CSIP reports.  
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7. Appendix 

 
Appendix 1. The recording sheet used by volunteers when attending a stranded Whale, Dolphin or 
Porpoise provided by the Natural History Museum. 
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Appendix 2. The recording sheet used by volunteers when attending a seal stranding as provided by 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust. 
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Appendix 3. The recording sheet template used for a stranded Basking shark as provided by Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust. 

 
 


