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Introduction 
From 2013 Manx Wildlife Trust has collated all dead marine megafauna strandings from around the 
Isle of Man on behalf of DEFA. Prior to 2013, data was collated on an ad-hoc basis by DEFA, often with 
little detail (see appendix). This report details the outcomes and results from the year 2013.  
 

Training 
7 volunteers (excluding MWT marine officer Eleanor Stone) were trained this year with only two 
people attending the strandings.  
 

Methodology 
Any dead strandings of marine megafauna around the Isle of Man, are reported to the current Marine 
officer at Manx Wildlife Trust, either via phone, email or social media. This information is then given 
to a trained volunteer. Each volunteer is assigned a ‘strandings pack’ which comprises of everything 
needed to effectively record the data required (see appendix). On arrival the attendee will record all 
the necessary details on a printed recording sheet. Firstly, the time, date, location and number of 
individuals stranded. Secondly, the details of the carcass found, including; dead/alive, species, degree 
of composition, trauma or identifiable markings, sex and maturity. Once complete, using the tape 
measure provided, the measurements are taken, depending on whether the specimen is a cetacean, 
pinniped or other, the dimensions are taken accordingly. Photographs are also taken, especially of 
areas of trauma or damage. The form is then submitted to the marine officer where it is added into 
the database, along with the photographs. Cetacean forms are also sent to CSIP (UK Cetacean 
Strandings Investigation Programme) for inclusion in their annual reporting.  
 

Stranding results 
9 Atlantic grey seals and 4 Harbour porpoises were reported for 2013 (Figure 1).  
 

 
 
Figure 1. The species and numbers of marine megafauna reported for 2013.  
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Figure 2. The locations of each of the strandings reported throughout 2013. 
 
From the map (Figure 2) it shows that majority of strandings were reported along the west coast.  
 
 

 
Figure 3. The month each stranding was reported.   
 
Harbour porpoises 
All Harbour porpoises were found between Peel and Glen Mooar on the west coast of the Island 
(Figure 4).   
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Figure 4. The distribution of Harbour porpoise strandings in 2013.   

 

There was no clear pattern or bias in terms of the demographic data, as seen in Figures 5 and 6 below. 
All individuals were also reported as decomposed with no clear cause of death.  
 

 
Figure 5. The age ratio of stranded individuals of Harbour porpoise.  
 

 
Figure 6. The sex ratio of stranded individuals of Harbour porpoise.  
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Atlantic grey seals 
Grey seals were recorded all around the Island, as seen in Figure 6. Figure 7 shows a higher percentage 
of pups were found than adults but this is not surprising as they are not as good at swimming and are 
more vulnerable to adverse weather conditions. This ties in with when they were reported (October 
to December), when weather conditions can be more treacherous (Figure 2). Figure 8 shows the sex 
ratio of individuals. The large number of unknowns is a result of most seals being well decomposed 
when found, making it difficult to sex individuals. All strandings were also reported as decomposed 
with no clear cause of death.  
 
 
 

 
Figure 7. The distribution of Grey seal strandings for 2013.  
 

 
Figure 8. The age ratios of stranded individuals of Grey seals.  

 
 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

Pups

Juveniles

Adults



 

6 
 
 Protecting Manx Wildlife for the future                         Coadey Bea-Feie Vannin son y traa ry-heet 

 
Figure 9. The sex ratio of stranded individuals of Grey seals.  

 
CSIP reporting 
The CSIP reported a total of 625 cetacean strandings, comprising of 17 different species, with Harbour 
porpoise and the Short beaked common dolphin being the most commonly reported strandings. Of 
this, 562 were reported stranded dead. The number of reported stranding is relatively comparable to 
the previous year’s reports. Although not part of the CSIP remit, they reported 398 dead stranded 
seals, mostly from Scotland.  
 

Conclusions 
No real conclusions can be drawn at this time as the data set is too small. However, it is possible to 
comment that there are no clear signs of human impacts relating to these deaths, such as litter or 
shootings, and that cause of death in most cases is likely to be a result of natural causes, including 
storm conditions.  
 
N.B. Please note that this data was collected before the current marine officer, Lara Howe, started 
working for MWT.  

 
Data prior to 2013 

 
Figure 10. The number of cetacean strandings between 1989 and 2012. 
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Data of strandings from 1989 – 2012 as seen in Figure 10, shows that Harbour porpoise were the most 
common species found in every year’s data set from 1992 onwards, with a total of 35, maximum of 6 
found in 2010 and 2011. Basking shark, Baleen whale and Long-finned pilot whale were the least 
commonly found species, with only 1 stranding each.  
As the data was collated on an ad-hoc basis some of the detail is missing such as, specific species ID, 
sex and accurate measurements. However, it does provide some historic context in terms of 
abundance and distribution (Figure 11). 
 

 
Figure 11. The distribution of stranded cetaceans from 2008 – 2012. 1989-2007 data is limited and 
accurate positions of strandings are not available and therefore not recorded on the map.  
 
Figure 11 shows that 28 cetaceans have stranded at a variety of locations around the Island, with no 
discernible pattern.  
 

 
Figure 12. The number of seal strandings from 2008 – 2012. 
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Figure 13. The distribution of stranded seals from 2008 – 2012. 
 
Figure 12 shows seal strandings abundance since records began in 2008 and that there is variability 
between the years. Figure 13 highlights their distribution which is Island wide, with no discernible 
pattern.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

OSM Standard

Legend



 

9 
 
 Protecting Manx Wildlife for the future                         Coadey Bea-Feie Vannin son y traa ry-heet 

7. Appendix 
 

 
Appendix 1. The recording sheet used by volunteers when attending a stranded Whale, Dolphin or 
Porpoise. 
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Appendix 2. The recording sheet used by volunteers when attending a seal stranding. 
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Appendix 3. Recording sheet template for a stranded Basking shark as provided by Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust. 
 


